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I,, An Argentine Communist do fans o of letters written b; Luis Carlos Prestos 
in praise of Peron has boon disavowed by a Chilean Communist leader* It 
ras previously claimed by Argentine Communist ilodolfo Ghioldi that Prestes 
• 'rota favorably about Peron 1 s nationalistic and ant i-«*inpe rial! c tic policy 
In the hope of obtaining the release of Victorio Codovilla, However, the 
Chilean leader pointed out that a strong rivalry has long existed between 
Prestos and Codovilla* 


2 u Prestos is reported to have long maintained that the Latin American Communist 
Parties should collaborate with and use nationalist movements when these are 
politically powerful, rather than blindly oppose then on purely ideological 
tems* Prestos is said to believe that such a policy would prevent ym 
Communists from being subjected to unnecessary persecution and would be to 
the best interests of the Party in the long run* 

3, Prestos reportedly has insisted that, the Communist Party of Argentina (CPA) 
nade a serious tactical nictate by opposing the Peron government, and believes 
that Codovilla should attempt to reach an understanding with Peron just as 
Freshes did with Gatulio Vargas of Brasil*** Prestos • view is allegedly sup- 
ported by the Cuban Communist leader, Bias hoca^but is opposed by Codovilla 
and by the present leaders of the Chilean Communist Party *PCCh) * 

vibile it is believed that Prostes and Peron have attempted to arrive at an 
understanding * Codovilla is apparently continuing his policy of opposition to 
Peron, However, Codovilla is reported to have lost face through Peron rocent 
order for his release and implied indifference toward him as a serious opponent . 


i\ source in Buenos Aires reports that neither faction of the Argentine Communis u 
Poky knows of the existence of the letter which Prestos is said to have written 
•bo Poron * It is believed that tho reported connection between Presses and 
Codovilla nay have arisen when Gonselaz Vide la of Chile announced in Lovcmber 
1949 the discovery of an alleged plot against the government inspired by Prestes 
and Codovilla* This announcement coincided with the arrest of Codovilla by the 
Argentine police on 5 lovonber 1949, The Buenos Aires Communist press then 
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published photographs of both Communists praising them as anti-imper lalist 
leaders „ While" Codovilla was under arrest, lie and tlx* CPA received numerous 
letters and cables of support and adherence, protesting his imprisonment. 
However, the alleged letter of Prestos r to Peron ua s not known to the Party.. 

25X1 A ; €f,[ 

' *«Cf . 




Approved For Release 2002/08/07 : CIA-RDP82-00457R004300660009-7 





